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															Distant Fan
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									Saturday, March 10th, 2001


								

								
							
							¶ 1
Leave a comment on verse 1 0
it was long before satellite dishes when tvs were’nt even around

¶ 2
Leave a comment on verse 2 0
and videos were’nt yet invented and only film hire shops in town

¶ 3
Leave a comment on verse 3 0
and I was this far off supporter with two little kids and a wife

¶ 4
Leave a comment on verse 4 0
i was so far away but connected it was still such a part-of my life..

¶ 5
Leave a comment on verse 5 0
‘cos when you’ve been smitten you follow your team

¶ 6
Leave a comment on verse 6 0
and you do it however you can

¶ 7
Leave a comment on verse 7 0
and when life gets too much well you still keep in touch

¶ 8
Leave a comment on verse 8 0
that’s they way ev’ry day distant fan

¶ 9
Leave a comment on verse 9 0
and the scores come a day late in papers

¶ 10
Leave a comment on verse 10 0
its weird when you wade thru the stuff

¶ 11
Leave a comment on verse 11 0
like problems and stress in Botswana

¶ 12
Leave a comment on verse 12 0
to find that the lads did enough 

¶ 13
Leave a comment on verse 13 0
but at three ev’ry week I would be there

¶ 14
Leave a comment on verse 14 0
all of those long miles away

¶ 15
Leave a comment on verse 15 0
i’d be glued to that radio out on some beach

¶ 16
Leave a comment on verse 16 0
and i’d try to imagine the day….

¶ 17
Leave a comment on verse 17 0
like the snow as the sun would be baking

¶ 18
Leave a comment on verse 18 0
and the fog as I lay by the sea

¶ 19
Leave a comment on verse 19 0
the taste of the ice-beer beside me

¶ 20
Leave a comment on verse 20 0
but gagging for strong English tea 

¶ 21
Leave a comment on verse 21 0
so you close up those eyes and you picture the scene

¶ 22
Leave a comment on verse 22 0
and the game’s going on in your head

¶ 23
Leave a comment on verse 23 0
you’re a long-distant fan by the ocean

¶ 24
Leave a comment on verse 24 0
and you wish- you were back there instead………..

¶ 25
Leave a comment on verse 25 0
yeah its strange when you’re in some hot country

¶ 26
Leave a comment on verse 26 0
with some voice shouting out in your ear

¶ 27
Leave a comment on verse 27 0
“we’re joined by our listeners from over the seas”

¶ 28
Leave a comment on verse 28 0
and you wanna shout “yes mate – I’m here! 

¶ 29
Leave a comment on verse 29 0
and ‘the Final’ was always a nightmare

¶ 30
Leave a comment on verse 30 0
a hundred degrees maybe more

¶ 31
Leave a comment on verse 31 0
some dirty old sheet and the dust from the street

¶ 32
Leave a comment on verse 32 0
and projectors that broke when they scored 

¶ 33
Leave a comment on verse 33 0
there’d be prostitutes ex-pats and waiters

¶ 34
Leave a comment on verse 34 0
and everyone crammed in the same

¶ 35
Leave a comment on verse 35 0
there’s be white kids and Zulus down at the front

¶ 36
Leave a comment on verse 36 0
who were there cos they just ’ loved the game

¶ 37
Leave a comment on verse 37 0
and nobody asked you to do this

¶ 38
Leave a comment on verse 38 0
it wasn’t some well contrived plan

¶ 39
Leave a comment on verse 39 0
and nobody else apart from your-self

¶ 40
Leave a comment on verse 40 0
is to blame for your plight distant fan

¶ 41
Leave a comment on verse 41 0
and here we all are in two thousand and one

¶ 42
Leave a comment on verse 42 0
and wherever you go its the same

¶ 43
Leave a comment on verse 43 0
in a cafe in China or Cape Town

¶ 44
Leave a comment on verse 44 0
you can still keep in touch with the game 

¶ 45
Leave a comment on verse 45 0
you got messages texting the planet

¶ 46
Leave a comment on verse 46 0
you got internet access all day

¶ 47
Leave a comment on verse 47 0
you got digital sound and ni-cam surround

¶ 48
Leave a comment on verse 48 0
and live interactive replay 

¶ 49
Leave a comment on verse 49 0
and whether you’re broke or your Elton

¶ 50
Leave a comment on verse 50 0
or that Damon bloke out of Blur

¶ 51
Leave a comment on verse 51 0
If you’re Rod Flipping Stewart or still signing on

¶ 52
Leave a comment on verse 52 0
well now you can watch anywhere 

¶ 53
Leave a comment on verse 53 0
if you’re up at the Mad Dog on Haight Street

¶ 54
Leave a comment on verse 54 0
in San Fran at dawn by the bay

¶ 55
Leave a comment on verse 55 0
or stuck in the Vic in the middle of Stroud

¶ 56
Leave a comment on verse 56 0
it’s no problem we all find a way

¶ 57
Leave a comment on verse 57 0
cos when you’ve been bitten you follow your team

¶ 58
Leave a comment on verse 58 0
and you do it however you can

¶ 59
Leave a comment on verse 59 0
and you miss it so much but you still stay in touch

¶ 60
Leave a comment on verse 60 0
that’s the way it’s ok distant fan
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♥29
							© Crispin 2001


Notes

I wrote this for distant fans everywhere..about a period when I lived in Africa for 7 years, doing puppet-shows, working in shops  and running a New-Age Clothing and Art shop (surprise-surprise).. It was still nervy, pre-Mandela’s release 72-79 and TV only arrived in the last year.Match of The Day would be flown out on reels in tin film-cans, including the Cup Final -shown the next day in some grim bar.Everyone was sworn not to divulge the Cup Final score if they knew.Nightmare! Thank god for Radio ga-ga!
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Publish your football poems here and then discuss them with your team mates and fans. We're archived by The British Library, so your masterpieces are in the safe hands of a world-class keeper. What a result!
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joe morris
29th January 2024 at 10:03 pm







Hi Crispin,

How are you doing mate? Yes, you’re probably right but hey football is all about emotion and passion and I just love writing about the game. I try to keep my poetry to a reasonable length but there’s so much to write about the game and its literature just lends itself naturally to poetry. Sometimes I just get completely carried and I do apologise for the length of my poetry but it’s a great thrill to be associated with Football Poets.

Cheers mate

 

Joe





See in context







	






Crispin Thomas
10th January 2024 at 7:52 pm







You’re right of course Joe but…..it’s actually more of a big welcome break for everyone who is not into Premier League ..I’m talking fans of EFL National League and below…..

 

Btw …is this actually your longest poem ever !?

 

Best

Crispin





See in context







	






Graham Salter
8th January 2024 at 4:45 pm







Thanks!





See in context







	






Crispin Thomas
8th January 2024 at 10:42 am







There’s something so evocative and  nostalgic for football fans the world over, in ‘revisiting’ old lost  grounds.

Occasionally some  remnants remain,  with perhaps part of a wall or part or a stand or thre shape of a terrace, but often  they are only still there in faded images and in our heads..

Great stuff Graham





See in context







	






John Gilbert Ellis
4th January 2024 at 10:13 am







A great idea and well executed. Thanks Graham.





See in context







	






Denys E. W. Jones
19th November 2023 at 1:45 pm







Thanks Gacina, glad you liked it, and I have just posted a new one about our points deduction…





See in context







	






Gacina Bozidar
7th November 2023 at 6:34 pm







Today B.B.C post on F.B was titled:Premier League reduced to 18 clubs? I really think it may be interesting to see if this would be Everton’s nightmare and this poem is well suited for this concern.If there would be more difficult battle to stay if there were 18 teams.Great poem and somehow true.





See in context







	






Greg Freeman
6th November 2023 at 4:43 pm







Ashington FC have launched a £50,000 Crowdfunder appeal to meet the increased costs of winning promotion last season, to pay for urgent stadium improvements, travel costs and equipment

 

 

 

 





See in context







	






Crispin Thomas
31st October 2023 at 4:26 pm







‘Three Teams Worse Than Us’ from our Toffee friend Denys in Italy, also sums up how FGR fans currently feel. Yes, in our case, with two going down to the Conference, it could be entitled ‘Two Teams Worse Than Us’, but three would make us feel even safer.
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John Gilbert Ellis
6th October 2023 at 11:49 pm







Enjoy it while you can, although I’m sure Mbappe could well be bound for St James





See in context
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